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Fifty-five  participants  enjoyed  the 
Mid-level  Management  Seminar  held 
January  9  -  10  at  FSTS.  This,  the 
largest  turn  out  yet,  was  no  doubt 
the  result  of  the  Speaker  -  no  less 
than  Alan  Brunacini.  Watch  the  Fire 
Guard  calendar  for  similar  big  draws 
in  the  future.  The  one  liners  in  this 
edition  of  the  Fire  Guard  are  all 
from    the   January   Seminar. 


"You  need  to  listen  to  everything, 
but  be  selective  in  what  you  hear." 
(Bruno) 
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Legislative  Session  Delays  1988 
U.F.C.  Adoption 

The  schedule  for  adoption  of  the  1988  U.F.C.  has  been 
delayed  by  the  shift  in  emphasis  to  deal  with  many  bills 
which  have  required  considerable  time  and  effort. 

Because  of  this  and  the  desire  to  carefully  craft  the  new 
administrative  rules,  the  adoption  process  will  be  delayed. 
Watch  the  Fire  Guard  for  further  details. 


Annual  Meeting  l.A.A.I.  and 
M.F.P.A 

The  Annual  Meetings  of  the  Montana  Chapter  of  the 
International  Association  of  Arson  Investigators  and  the 
Montana  Fire  Prevention  Association  will  be  held  in  Helena 
on  March  28th  through  the  30th. 

Contact  person  is  Fritz  Zettel,  Fire  Inspector,  Helena  Fire 
Department,  Helena,  MT  59601.  Phone  442-9920,  ext. 
472. 


UST/AST  Seminars 

The  Fire  Marshal  Bureau,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences,  has 
been  called  upon  to  explain  federal,  as  well  as,  state 
requirements  for  underground  and  aboveground  fuel 
storage  facilities. 

Recent  "seminars"  were  held  in  Billings  and  Missoula 
(sponsored  by  0  &  M  Equipment  Company)  and  Great  Falls 
(sponsored  by  DHES  and  MT  Associated  Utilities,  Inc.). 
Future  seminars  are  scheduled  in  Bozeman  on  March  17- 
18  (sponsored  by  Matney-Franz  Eng.),  Kalispell  on  March 

24  (sponsored  by  City  Service,  Inc.)  and  in  Havre  on  April 

25  (sponsored  by  the  Havre  Fire  Department). 

Any  organization  desiring  to  sponsor  one  of  these 
educational  seminars  should  contact  Beth  at  DHES  - 
phone  number  is  444-5970. 

Christmas  Trees 

During  the  1988  Christmas  season,  the  state  reporting 
system  shows  at  least  two  fires  in  Butte  were  caused  by 
Christmas  tree  lights.  These  fires  resulted  in  $1,200  and 
$2,200  damages  respectively.  Christmas  tree  safety  is 
worth  the  effort. 


Cooking  Fires  Leading  Cause 
of  Home  Injury 

The  January,  1989,  edition  of  Life  Safety  Report  stales 
that  although  declining  since  1980,  cooking  fires  are  still 
the  second  cause  of  fire  and  the  leading  cause  of  home 
fire  injury. 

In  a  recently  released  study,  U.  S.  Home  Cooking  Fire 
Patterns  and  Trends  through  1985,  reported  that  in  1985 
there  were  115,000  home  cooking  fires,  372  civilian 
deaths,  4,331  injuries  and  $294  million  in  direct  property 
damage. 

Cooking  fires  are  defined  as  fire  involving  cooking 
equipment,  such  as  stoves,  ovens,  microwave  ovens, 
portable  cooking  or  warming  units  and  open  fire  grills. 

Because  they  are  so  dangerous,  it  is  very  important  to 
inform  your  community  of  these  hazards.  Please  help  get 
fire  safety  information  to  families,  latch  key  children, 
students  and  anyone  who  cooks. 

It  is  estimated  that  12-million  home  cooking  fires  and 
640,00  injuries  go  unreported  each  year.  Fire  service 
education  efforts  can  help  reduce  this  staggering  statis- 
tic. 

Aluminum  Foil  k  Caustic  Oven 
Cleaners 

In  a  related  story  the  Gated  Wye  published  by  the  Oregon 
State  Fire  Marshal's  Office,  reminds  us  of  the  problems 
associated  with  the  misuse  of  common  household  prod- 
ucts. 

Recently,  a  small  fire  was  started  when  aluminum  foil 
from  the  bottom  of  an  oven  was  discarded  along  with 
paper  towels  used  to  wipe  up  oven  cleaner  into  the  same 
trash  can. 

Ignoring  the  warning  labels  on  oven  cleaners,  bleach, 
drain  cleaners  and  similar  products  which  advise  avoiding 
contact  with  aluminum  can  have  drastic  consequences. 
This  is  another  public  education  item  which  can  be  used 
with  the  effort  to  reduce  home  cooking  fires. 


Public  Safety  Communications 
Task  Force 

Since  October,  1988,  a  Task  Force  appointed  by  the 
State's  Telecommunication  Policy  Advisory  Council  has 
been  meeting  to  discuss  the  status  of  public  safety  com- 
munications and  ways  which  should  be  explored  on  how 
to  improve  state  and  local  communications  capabilities. 
In  conjunction  with  the  committee's  activities,  a 
request  for  a  proposal  (RFP)  was  developed  in  conjunction 
with  the  state's  Telecommunications  Bureau.  This 
process  is  now  complete  and  Federal  Engineering  of 
Fairfax,  VA  has  began  work  on  a  series  of  tasks  which  will 
run  until  January,  1990. 

Fourteen  tasks  make  up  the  scope  of  work  and  will 
include  an  inventory  of  the  current  infrastructure  and 
technical  capabilities,  improved  coordination  with  emer- 
gency services,  recommendations  on  new  telecommuni- 
cation technology,  use  of  the  state's  network  to  intercon- 
nect users,  develop  long-term  alternatives,  short-  and 
near-term  actions,  develop  a  state  wide  frequency 
utilization  plan,  recommend  how  to  update  the  frequency 
usage  data  base,  develop  new  policy  recommendations  for 
the  use  of  mutual  aid  frequencies,  evaluate  training 
needs,  propose  legislative  ideas  to  be  considered,  and 
evaluate  the  impact  of  federal  policy. 

An  important  part  of  this  task  will  be  a  survey  of  local 
agencies.  Fire  departments  throughout  the  state  will  be 
receiving  questionnaires  shortly  which  should  be  filled 
out  and  sent  in  asap. 

Fire  departments  and  fire  chiefs  should  be  as  thorough 
as  possible  because  the  results  of  this  study  could  impact 
your  communication  ability  well  into  the  next  century. 

NFA/EMI  Stipend  Program 
Reduced 

Olin  Greene,  the  Oregon  State  Fire  Marshal,  reports  that 
at  the  January  29,  1989  meeting  of  the  National  Fire 
Academy  Board  of  Visitors,  the  board  was  given  a  copy  of 
the  1990  budget  request.  Analysis  of  the  budget  indicated 
a  $794,000  cut  in  the  NFA  budget  and  roughly  $300,000 
cut  from  EMI  for  the  stipend  program. 

Apparently,  the  Office  of  Management  and  Budget  has 
decided  to  again  cut  where  it  hurts  with  the  expectation 
that  the  nation's  fire  service  will  rise  up  to  save  this 
program  as  it  has  done  in  the  past.  Here  in  the  West,  we 
know  the  high  cost  of  air  fare  and  tight  local  budgets 
would  drastically  cut  the  number  of  our  fire  fighters  who 
would  be  able  to  attend  the  National  Fire  Academy. 

This  problem  is  worse  than  a  smoldering  fire  buried  in 
a  garbage  dump  and  will  continue  to  be  unless  the  origin 


can  be  exposed  and  extinguished.  Start  now  to  contact 
our  friends  in  Congress  about  the  serious  nature  of  this 
problem  and  urge  them  to  restore  both  funds. 

If  just  the  NFA  portion  were  restored,  it  is  possible  that    ^ 
we  would  have  to  share  the  restored  funds  with  EMI. 

Quick  Look  Can  Be  Hazardous 

A  recent  article  in  the  Fire  and  Arson  Investigator, 
published  by  the  International  Association  of  Arson 
Investigators  by  Gary  D.  Girod  documents  the  danger  in- 
volved in  entering  without  protective  gear. 

Chief  Jim  Benson  of  Santa  Paula,  California  made  a 
quick  check  on  the  efficiency  of  fire  fighting  efforts  in  a 
single  family  residential  structure.  The  home  had  been 
well  involved  but  fire  fighters  had  made  a  quick  knock 
down  and  smoke  had  cleared  from  the  structure.  All  the 
fire  fighters  were  ok  and  followed  the  department  rules 
for  protective  gear. 

Chief  Benson  had  not  worn  a  mask  and  as  he  drove  away 
he  was  not  feeling  well.  He  became  dizzy  and  began 
driving  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  road.  He  had  to  be 
stopped  by  his  officer  and  was  driven  directly  to  the 
hospital.  The  Ventura  County  Haz  Mat  Team  responded 
to  the  fire  and  upon  finding  sodium  cyanide,  they 
recommended  to  the  local  doctor  that  he  consult  with  the 
Tox  Center. 

The  Chief  was  then  flown  by  helicopter  to  a  facility  with      -^ 
a  hyperbaric  chamber.  He  was  treated  for  three  days  and     (a 
tests  confirmed  that  his  symptoms  were  consistent  with 
cyanide  poisoning. 

Further  investigation  revealed  that  an  illegal  home 
jewelry  and  precious  metal  refining  business  was  the 
reason  for  the  presence  of  this  hazardous  material. 

This  example  is  just  one  of  many  types  of  hazardous 
materials  which  may  be  present  in  the  most  innocent 
looking  fires.  Chief  Benson  could  have  died  or  suffered 
a  disabling  condition  in  this  incident  but  quick  action 
helped  him  recover.  You  may  not  be  so  lucky  -  follow 
safe  procedures  -  wear  protective  gear. 


mmmmmmmk. 


.ftgislalive  Report 


HB14  Cobb.  Transfer  Fire  Services  Training  School  lo  Regents.  Passed. 

HB41     Gilbert.   Interstate  Emergency  Mutual  Act.   Passed. 

HB121   Wallin.  Fire  Service  Area  Operations  -  Enter  Property  to  Fight  Fires, 

Elect  Trustees.   (S)  Local  Govt  Hearing  2/14. 

HB338     Thomas.     Exempt  Volunteer  Fire  Chiefs  from  Making  Fire 

Inspections.   Tabled  in  (H)  Local  Govt. 

IIB340    Lee.   Clarify  City  or  Town  Fireworks  Authority.   Referred  to  (S) 

Local  Govt. 

HB375  Gould.  Consolidation  of  Rural  Fire  Districts.  Refereed  to  (S)  Local 

Govt, 

1IB436  Gould.  Allow  Rural  Fire  Districts  to  Contract  with  Private  Parties 

Within  City  Limits.    Adverse  Committee  Report  adopted  (H)  Local  Govt. 

HB447   Clark.    Storage  of  Smokeless  Powder  and  Small  Arms  Primers. 

Passed  3rd  Reading  (H). 

IIB489  Rice.  Delete  Impending  Explosion  Warning  as  Disorderly  Conduct. 

Referred  to  (S)  Judiciary. 

HB531   Clark.  Remarried  Surviving  Spouse  to  Receive  Benefits.  Hearing 

2/28  (S)  State  Adm. 

I1B539   Moore.   Safely  Inspections  of  Rental  Residences.   Tabled  in  (H) 

Business. 

11B552    Nelson,  T.    Licenses,  Permits  and  Fees  for  Underground  Tank 

Installation  and  Closure.    (H)  Nat.  Res. 

IIB592  Driscoll.  Payment  of  Arson  and  Suppression  Costs  and  of  Taxes 

on  the  Property    Scheduled  for  3rd  Reading  2/22. 

11B603     Raney.      Leaking  Petroleum  Tank  Cleanup  Fee,  Fund  and 

Compensation  Board.   (H)  Taxation  Hearing  2/14. 

SB15    Halligan.  Certify  Smoke  Detector  on  Sale  or  Transfer  of  Residence 

or  Dwelling    Hearing  3/01  (H)  Human  Serv. 

SB178  Yellowtail.  Pension  Adjustment  for  Fire  Fighters.  (H)  State  Adm. 

SB207   Brown    Require  Smoke  Detectors  in  Rental  Units.   Hearing  3/01 

(H)  Business. 

SB212  Hager  Permitting  Below  Grade  Installation  of  LPG  Appliances.  (S) 

Adverse  Comm.  Report  adopted  2/09. 

SB216    Manning.    Fire  Fighting  Vehicles  Are  Not  Commercial  Vehicles. 

Referred  to  (H)  Highways. 

SB271  Manning.  Revise  Requirement  for  Special  Tax  Levy  for  Fire  Fighter 

Pension  Fund    Referred  to  (H)  Local  Govt. 

SB295    Hager     Limit  Liability  of  Advisors  in  Haz  Mat  Spill  Clean-up 

Referred  to  (H)  Slate  Adm. 

SB321   Beck.  Generally  Revise  Haz  Waste  Act,  Including  Underground  Tanks 

and  Related  Fees.   Referred  to  (H)  Nat  Res. 


Montana  Fire 

Chiefs'  Interface 

Committee 


The  first  meeting  of  various  stale  and  federal 
agencies  to  address  issues  raised  by  the  1988 
wildfire  season  with  a  committee  appointed 
during  the  1988  annual  meeting  of  the  Mon- 
tana Fire  Chiefs  was  held  at  the  Department  of 
State  Land's  Central  Land  Office,  on  February 
14,  1989. 

In  attendance  were  representatives  of  the  U. 
S.  Forest  Service,  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs, 
the  Bureau  of  Land  Management,  the  State  Fire 
Marshal  Bureau,  the  Department  of  State 
Lands,  the  Fire  Services  Training  School,  paid 
fire  chiefs  and  volunteer  fire  chiefs. 

Preliminary  papers  on  equipment  classifica- 
tion and  proposed  manpower  and  equipment 
rates  were  handed  out.  Discussions  were  held 
on  how  to  deal  with  differences  on  insurance 
rates,  pension  coverage  and  workers  compen- 
sation. 

Three  committees  were  appointed  to  prepare 
recommendations.  The  committees  are: 
Equipment  and  Rates,  Training  Standards  and 
Engine  Standards.  These  committees  are  to 
prepare  reports  and  recommendations  for  the 
next  planned  meeting  of  the  whole  committee 
scheduled  for  April  20, 1989,  at  the  Helena  West 
Valley  Fire  Station,  located  in  the  5400  block 
of  Montana  Avenue. 

It  is  hoped  that  this  work  will  be  completed 
prior  to  the  start  of  the  1989  fire  season  which 
officially  starts  on  May  1st. 

Detroit  Arsonist  Acquitted 

The  Narcotics  Control  Technical  Assistance 
Program  Newsletter  reports  that  the  trial  of 
Angelo  Parise  and  Perry  Kent  resulted  in 
acquittal  even  through  the  men  testified  that 
they  started  fires  in  October  and  November  of 
1987. 

The  men  started  the  fires  in  abandoned 
houses  after  the  city  failed  to  investigate 
complaints  filed  by  them  and  other  residents. 
They  asserted  that  drug  dealers  occupied  the 
houses  and  had  turned  their  working  class 
neighborhood  into  a  place  of  fear 

According  to  the  article.  Detroit  had  as  many 
as  100  drug-related  fires  last  year. 


FIRE   CHIEF  WANTED 


The  Lockwood  Fire  Department 
Billings,  Montana  seeks  an  individual 
with  leadership  and  communications 
skills  and  10  years  experience  in 
combination  ( Fire  /  EMS )  departme  n  t . 
Chief  officer  experience  -.* 
suggested.  Salary  D.O.E.  ($25,000  - 
$35,000).  Apply  Lockwood  Fire 
District,  Box  31804;  Billings,  MT . 
59107. 

The  City  of  Helena,  Montana  seeks 
an  individual  with  5  years 
experience  in  fire  suppression 
including  3  years  in  a  fire  officer 
position  or  equivalent  combination. 
B.S.  in  Fire  Science,  Business 
Management  or  Public  Administration 
is  required.  Salary  D.O.Q.  Apply 
to  City  of  Helena,  Personnel  Office, 
316  North  Park;  Helena,  MT  59623. 
Closes   March   31,    1989. 


-   FOR    SALE   - 

1953  GMC  Model  620,  500  GPM  front- 
mount  pump.  500  gallon  tank.  800 
feet  2-1/2"  NST  Hose,  400  feet  1- 
1/2"  IPT  Hose,  1  extension  and  1 
roof  ladder,  2  hose  reels.  3,800 
miles.  Contact  Chief  Martin  Krum, 
Belfry  Fire  Department,  (406)  664- 
3286. 


1946  Ford,  250  GPM  front-mount 
pump,      200      gallon     tank.  Good 

condition.  East  Valley  Helena  Fire 
Department.  Bids  accepted  until 
May  1,  1989.  Contact  Chief  Bill 
Wegner  (406)  227-5659,  3290  Rogan 
Road     Helena,     MT     59601.  (**We 

reserve  the  right  to  reject  any  or 
all  bids . ) 


Belgrade  has  the  following  apparatus 
for  sale.  Available  May  30,  1989. 
For  additional  information  contact  the 
Belgrade  Station  (406)  388-4480 
during  regular  working  hours  or 
Fire  Chief  Tom  Mclsaac  at  home 
(406)  388-6987.  A  video  of  the 
apparatus  which  shows  the  various 
features  is  available  for  interested 
parties . 


"MIDI"  PUMPER  Constructed  by 
Welch  Manufacturing;  Marion, 

Wisconsin  and  put  into  service  in 
1981.  Ford  C700  Chassis,  23,000# 
GVW,  429  cu.  in.  gas  V-8,  5  speed 
transmission,  108  inch  wheel  base, 
7,198  actual  miles,  500  gallon  water 
tank,  Hale  CBP4  PTO  pump,  250 
GPM  capability,  high  side 

compartment,  2  hose  reels,  hose  bed 
capacity  (1200  ft  2-1/2"  hose),  24  ft 
of  3"  suction  hose,  20  ft  aluminum 
and  14  ft  roof  ladders .  Lime  green 
in   color.    Asking  price    --    $40,000. 

WATER  TENDER  Constructed  by 
Starline  Equipment  Company,  placed 
in  service  1983.  1500  gallon  tender, 
PTO  pump,  250  GPM  on  a  1981 
International  model  1824,  152"  wheel 
base,  single  rear  axle,  404  cu.  in. 
gas,  V-8,  5  speed  transmission,  2 
speed  rear  end,  4045  miles,  3"  tank 
to  pump  line,  20  ft  3"  hard  suction 
hose,  pump  and  roll  capability, 
Newton  10"  dump  with  2  remote 
control  stations,  4"  top  fill  pipe  with 
5"  stortz  fitting.  The  tank  and 
compartmentation  is  a  used  fuel 
truck  and  is  in  fair  condition  while 
the  chassis  is  in  excellent  condition. 
Lime  green  in  color.  Asking  price  - 
$25,000. 


"We    give    an    inordinate    amount    of 
credit."      (Bruno) 


Fire  Training  Section 


CERTIFICATION  PROCESS  UPDATE  - 

Certification  testing  should  be 
available  this  summer.  The  old 
"grandfathering"  system  is  history. 
The  new  procedure  is  now  being 
outlined  by  the  FSTS  Staff, 
Advisory  Council  and  Certification 
Committees . 

The  Fire  Fighter  I  Level  will  be  on 
line  first.  Two-thirds  of  the  testing 
will  be  completed  in  your  own 
department  or  by  evaluators  within 
your  own,  or  neighboring 

department.  The  remaining  third  of 
the  testing  will  be  done  with  the 
cooperation  of  several  regional 
departments   by   FSTS. 

We  hope  to  use  evaluators  from  the 
current  and  future  ranks  of  certified 
Fire  Service  Instructors.  These 
Instructors  will  be  required  to 
complete  a  four-hour  testing  course. 
This  short  course  will  familiarize 
these  instructors  with  the  evaluation 
process . 

In  many  ways  the  new  system  will 
be  easier  to  prepare  for.  Many  of 
the  Fire  Fighter  Standards  are 
written  in  a  manner  that  implies  that 
a  skill  be   physically  performed. 

The  new  procedure  will  evaluate  fire 
fighters  exactly  the  way  the 
Standard      is      written.  If      the 

Standard  says  to  put  on  a  SCBA, 
then  that  is  what  you'll  be  tested 
on.  Unless  the  Standard  says  you 
must  know  the  name  of  the  parts, 
you  won't  be  asked  to  provide  them. 

In  some  cases  the  Standard  gets 
very  technical.  For  example,  on 
sprinkler  systems.  You  will  be 
expected  to  find  the  answer  in  a 
reference,  which  is  the  way  you 
would  answer  that  question  if  it 
arose   in  the   field.    The  old   system 


required  you  to  memorize  this  type 
of  information. 

A  new  40  Hour  Fire  Fighter  I  Basic 
Course  is  now  being  developed. 
FSTS  is  looking  for  departments  who 
would  like  to  pilot  test  this  Course. 
The  Fire  Fighter  I  Certification  tests 
would  be  available  to  participants  at 
the  end  of  the  Course.  Please  give 
FSTS  a  call  if  your  department 
would   like  to   sponsor  this    Course. 

After  the  Fire  Fighter  I  testing 
process  is  finalized,  the  Fire  Fighter 
II  Level  will  be  developed,  then 
Level  III.  The  second  two  levels 
shouldn't   take  as   long  to   develop. 


FSTS  TO  TRANSFER  TO  BOARD  OF 
REGENTS   - 

February  16,  Governor  Stephens 
signed  into  law  HB14  which  moves 
FSTS  organizationally  from  the  Board 
of  Public  Education  to  the  Board  of 
Regents.  The  new  law  is  effective 
July  1,  1989.  FSTS  will  be  working 
with  the  Regents  Staff  over  the  next 
few  months  to  workout  details  of  the 
change . 


COURSE   CALL 

FSTS  is  soliciting  hosts  for  regional 
schools  to  be  scheduled  after  July  1. 
If  your  department  is  interested  in 
having  a  weekend  school  in  your 
community,  and  are  willing  to  make 
the  commitment  of  resources 
necessary  to  make  it  a  success, 
contact  Brian  at  388-0131  or  write 
FSTS. 


Training 


INSTRUCTOR   CONFERENCE 

MARCH   24    -    26    1989 

OUTLAW   INN 

KALISPELL 


Featured    Speaker    -    LARRY    DAVIS 

will  address  the  group,  March  25  as 
"HE  TELLS  IT  LIKE  IT  IS".  Topics 
include:  Big  Trouble  With  Small 
Lines,  SOP's,  FF  Protection,  Water 
Transport  vs  Hoselines,  Evaluating 
Water   Supplies   and   Tactics. 

There  will  be  mini-workshops  on 
computers  Friday  afternoon  and 
evening  and   Sunday  morning. 

Basic   Registration:    $20.00 

(Larry  Davis    &  Mini- Workshops) 

Full   Registration:      $45.00 

(Basic    Registration    plus    lunch   and 

banquet  on   Saturday) 

Hotel  reservations   755-6100. 
Please   pre-register  with   FSTS! 


ATTENTION 
PERSONNEL. 


FIRE        PREVENTION 


The  Fire  Codes  Course  will  be 
presented  by  ICBO  in  Billings, 
September  25  -  27  1989.  Plan  NOW 
to      attend.  There      will      be     a 

registration  fee. 


SATELLITE   BROADCAST 

FIRE   FIGHTER    SAFETY   IN 
WILDLAND/URBAN    INTERFACE 

April   3,    1989    (SATCOM   3) 

This  Program  will  address  the 
hazards  confronting  fire  fighters 
while  they  are  battling  wildland  and 
urban  interface  type  fires.  It  will 
point  out  the  problems  that 
structural  fire  fighters  may  face 
when  dealing  with  wildland  fires, 
and  the  hazards  wildland  fire 
fighters  will  encounter  when  involved 
in  structural  fire  protection. 

The  broadcast  will  be  on  SATCOM  3. 
For  more  information  contact  Bruce 
at   FSTS. 


DES   TRAINING   OPPORTUNITY 

The  Disaster  and  Emergency  Services 
Division  is  able  to  send  a  fire 
fighter  or  two  to  regional  courses  at 
DES       expense.  If      anyone      is 

interested  in  taking  advantage  of 
this  training  opportunity,  contact 
Katharine  Selby,  DES  Training 
Officer,    444-6911. 


ADVANCED   DRIVER   EDUCATION 
WORKSHOPS 

The  Montana  Office  of  Public 
Instruction  will  be  hosting  54,  one 
day  Advanced  Driver  Education 
Workshops  this  year  at  the  Driving 
facility  in  Lewis  town. 

The  Workshops  are  for  licensed 
drivers  wishing  to  learn  techniques 
for  handling  critical  and /or 
emergency  driving  situations .  These 
Workshops  are  appropriate  for  fire 
fighters  and  other  public  or 
emergency   response   drivers . 

Some  of  the  maneuvers  practiced 
are:  the  serpentine,  evasive 
maneuvers,  controlled  braking,  skid 
control,  off- road  recovery,  and 
cornering.  For  more  information 
contact   Curt   Hahn,    444-4432. 


1989   WORKSHOP   DATES 

June  12,  13,  14,  15,  16,  19,  20, 
21,    22,    23,    26,    27,    28,    29,    30 

July  10,  11,  12,  13,  14,  17,  18, 
19,    20,    21,    24,    25,    26,    27,    28,    31 

August  1,  2,  3,  4,  7,  8,  9,  10, 
11,  14,  15,  16,  17,  18,  21,  22,  23, 
24,    25,    28,    29,    30,    31 


LEGISLATIVE   UPDATE:    FSTS 


BUDGET 

Representative  Bob  Marks,  Clancy 
had  some  very  favorable  comments 
about  the  way  Montana  fire  fighters 
performed  during  the  past  fire 
season.  During  the  hearing  on  the 
FSTS  budget  he  asked  the  Director, 
"Would  you  like  to  train  Class  I 
Incident  Commanders?"  He  went  on 
to  motion  approval  of  the  FSTS 
budget  request,  which  included  a 
replacement  vehicle.  "I  don't  want 
fire  fighters  traveling  the  State  in  a 
vehicle  like  that."  was  Marks' 
comment  after  the  condition  of  the 
vehicle  was  discussed.  Funding  is 
similar  to  past  years  and  one  vehicle 
will  be   replaced. 

GOOD   NEWS 

Marks  and  Senator  "Swede" 
Hammond,  Malta  expressed  concern 
over  the  proposal  for  additional 
proprietary  funds.  They  did  not 
want  the  cost  to  local  fire  companies 
to      increase.  The      School      had 

proposed  that  it  be  authorized  to 
charge  students  in  the  Fireground 
Operations  (FGO)  Course  a  fee,  and 
with  the  funds  received,  compensate 
instructors.  This  particular  Course 
requires  much  preparation  time  by 
those  doing  the  delivery  and  though 
the  instructors  have  contributed 
much  time  over  the  past  few  years, 
they  have  received  no  compensation. 
FSTS  asked  to  be  allowed  to  raise 
$20,000  in  student  fees  by  charging 
about  $50  per  student  for  the  FGO 
Course  and  expand  the  number  of 
deliveries  to  8  per  year  from  the 
current  4.  The  Committee  acted  to 
reduce  the  authority  to  $10,000  and 
asked  the  Director  to  try  and 
deliver  8  course  by  paying  the 
instructors    50%   less    than   proposed. 

GOOD    NEWS 

The  Committee  recommended  that 
FSTS  be  given  authority  to  charge 
enough  for  certification  testing  to 
cover  the  expense  of  conducting  the 
new    practical   test. 


BAD    NEWS 

Additional  space  for  the  Resource 
Center  was  recommended  by  the 
Committee.  The  plan  was  to  lease 
space  at  the  City  of  Great  Falls 
Training  Facility  for  $8400  annually. 
As  recommended  by  the  Governor's 
budget,  the  money  would  be  raised 
by  FSTS  in  fees  from  users.  This 
means  that  annual  membership  fees 
for  Resource  Center  access  would  go 
from  $35  to  $75,  and  the  money  used 
for   rental   space . 

GOOD    NEWS 

The  Committee  recommended  that 
FSTS  be  given  authority  to  charge 
enough  for  certification  testing  to 
cover  the  expense  of  conducting  the 
new   practical   test. 

Of  course,  all  of  the  above 
recommendations  are  from  the  Joint 
Appropriations  Subcommittee  and 
subject  to  modification  by  the  Full 
Appropriation   Committee . 


REPORTER  LOOKING  INTO  FIRE 
INSPECTIONS... 

John  Stromnes,  a  Reporter  with  the 
Missoulian,  is  looking  into  fire 
inspection  practices  in  Montana 
schools.  He  states  in  a  letter  sent 
to  one  school,  that  he  intends  to 
write  an  article  about  the  general 
quality  and  quantity  of  inspections 
being  conducted. 

His  survey  asks/  who  provides  fire 
protection,  the  name  of  the  chief, 
the  number  of  inspections  the  school 
has  had  in  the  last  two  years,  if  the 
school  has  experienced  any  fires  and 
what  precautions  they  might  have 
taken  against   fires. 

We   anxiously  await   his   article. 


Letter  to  the  Editor 


January  29,  1989  by  William  J. 
Sutton,  Fire  Chief,  Big  Mountain 
Fire   District;    Whitefish) 

"I  recently  received  the  latest 
(January)  issue  of  the  Montana  Fire 
Services  Training  School  Fire  Guard 
Newsletter.  Of  special  interest  to 
me  were  the  articles  regarding  the 
death  of  the  Seattle  couple  from 
carbon  monoxide  poisoning,  the 
Missoulian  Editorial  relating  to  the 
same  incident  and,  in  particular,  one 
of  the  Administrative  Rule  changes 
proposed  by  the  State  Fire  Marshal's 
Office . 

Having  spent  34  years  with  a  large, 
metropolitan  fire  department,  retiring 
as  a  chief  officer,  compels  me  to 
state  that  it  matters  not  where  you 
come  from,  fires  and  related  matters 
kill  people  and  destroy  property  in 
both   large  and   small  communities. 

In  your  article  regarding  the 
incident,  you  point  out  that  Montana 
state  law  requires  the  fire  chief  of 
a  municipality  or  fire  district  to 
inspect  each  commercial  occupancy 
each  18  months.  This  law  is  a  good 
law  since  fire  prevention  is  the  best 
way  to  protect  the  public  by 
stopping  fires  and  other  dangerous 
conditions  before  they  become  a 
hazard . 

In  this  day  and  age  when  the 
general  public  is  ready  to  sue  at  the 
drop  of  a  dollar  sign,  fire  chiefs 
everywhere  should  be  making  every 
effort  to  assure  that  this  portion  of 
their  duties  are  being  observed  in 
their  jurisdiction.  This  is  basically 
known  as  CYA  and  may  save  a  chief 
a  lot  of  legal  problems. 


In  the  editorial,  I  note  the 
Missoulian  dwells  on  the  lack  of 
enforcement  of  building  codes 
pertaining  to  the  incident.  It  might 
be  good  to  point  out  that  Montana 
laws  also  require  local  fire  chiefs  to 
inspect  many  items  in  building 
codes,    including  heating  equipment. 

Regarding  the  State  Fire  Marshal's 
rule  changes,  I  applaud  the  one 
delegating  enforcement  powers  to  the 
local  fire  jurisdiction.  I  feel  if  the 
law  requires  a  fire  chief  to  inspect, 
then  the  chief  should  also  have 
enforcement  powers.  I  realize  that 
we  are  mostly  talking  about 
volunteer  fire  departments  and  such 
inspections  take  time  but  such  time 
is  well  spent  both  in  preventing 
fires  and,  again,  CYA.  A  side 
benefit,  through  utilization  of 
departmental  members,  will  provide 
the  opportunity  of  familiarization 
with  commercial  occupancies  in  their 
jurisdiction. 

When  I  first  realized  my  youth's  long 
desire  and  joined  the  fire  service, 
the  public  more  or  less  idolized 
firefighters.  However,     after     we 

participated  in  the  Watts  and  East 
Los  Angeles  riots,  and  other  such 
occurrences  happened  around  the 
country,  more  and  more  fire 
departments  and  individual  fire 
fighters  have  been  sued  by  the 
public  for  a  multitude  of  reasons  and 
in  an  increasing  number  of  cases , 
winning! 

These  problems  point  out  that  any 
person  in  the  fire  service  who 
aspires  to  the  position  of  fire  chief 
must  be  willing  to  assume  the 
responsibilities  of  that  position.  It 
has  been  a  long  standing  position  of 
the  fire  service  in  the  United  States 
that  the  Fire  Chief  is  the  person 
responsible  for  the  activities  of  the 
fire   department.      This   applies 


equally  in  keeping  up  to  date  on 
modern  fire  fighting  operations  and 
the  prevention  of  fires . 

Fire  chiefs  across  the  nation  are 
reviewing  their  department's 

activities  and  capabilities, 
modernizing  their  thinking  and 
assuring  that  the  members  are  also 
kept  aware   of  such  changes. 

We  all  have  increasingly  heavy 
responsibilities  to  those  we  are 
protecting  and  we  need  to  face  these 
with  an  open  mind  so  we  can 
properly  discharge  these 

responsibilities . " 


GIFTS   TO   RESOURCE   CENTER 

Chief  Bernie  Heiser  of  Baker 
purchased  the  following  three  items 
for  the  Resource  Center  (RC).  (Wall 
Collapse  Series  by  New  York  Fire 
Fighter  Vincent  Dunn)  Wall  Collapse 
Video  V0309,  Wall  Collapse  Textbook 
B0569   and   Study   Guide   B0570. 

Cut  Bank  Fire  Department  purchased 
two  hazardous  materials  videos  - 
Sulfuric  and  Hydrochloric  Acids 
(V0311,  30  minutes)  and  Anydrous 
Ammonia   (V0312,    30   minutes). 

Billings  Fire  Department  renewed  the 
American   Heat   Series   for   the   RC. 


Atta 'Boy's 


The  Fire  School  and  the  fire  service 
appreciate  these  gifts  to  the 
Resource   Center. 


Thursday,  February  15,  1989  at 
approximately  5:00am,  the  Broadus 
Volunteer  Fire  Department  received 
an  alarm  involving  the  local 
Homestead  Inn.  Upon  arrival  heavy 
smoke  was  showing.  Chief  Clinton 
Gress  ordered  his  fire  fighters  to 
"suit   up"    for  an  interior  attack. 

Shortly  after  entry  the  fire  was 
brought  under  control  with  less  than 
500  gallons  of  water  used.  The 
local  insurance  company  praised  the 
Fire  Department  for  their  quick  and 
efficient  fire  fighting  strategy  and 
tactics. 

Chief  Gress  attributes  a  lot  of  their 
success  to  their  training  with  SCBA. 
The  men  had  just  completed  using 
the  lesson  plan,  slides  and  the 
smoke  truck  so  everything  was  fresh 
in    the    fire   fighters'    minds. 


WANTED   VIDEO    CONFERENCE 

Did  anyone  video  tape  the  satellite 
Teleconference  on  February  23  from 
FEMA?  We     had      some      technical 

difficulties  with  the  Vo-Tech's  VCR. 
If  you  did  video  tape  this 
Teleconference,  please  give  Bruce  a 
call  at   FSTS. 


We  subscribed  to  the  FIREHOUSE 
LAWER  last  year.  Following  is  a  list 
of  articles  it  contained.  We  can  loan 
or  make  copies  of  particiular  issues 
of  interest. 

We  also  want  to  know  if  the  fire 
departments  want  us  to  continue 
receiving  this    type   of  information. 


Chief  Gress  said  the  SCBA  training 
and  use  of  the  smoke  truck  unit  was 
well  worth  the  time  and  effort 
because  a  local  business  is  still 
operating. 


"When  will  fire  chiefs  realize  that 
'Progressive'  doesn't  mean  painting 
the   apparatus    green!"    (Bruno) 


10 


HELENA  TRAIN  DERAILMENT 

(A   Report   by  Bruce    Suenram,    Chief 

Missoula   Rural   Fire   District 

for   FSTS) 

On  February  2,  1989  47  cars  of  a 
Montana  Rail  Link  (MRL)  train  rolled 
away  from  an  engine  switching 
operation  on  Austin  Pass  just  west 
of  Helena.  Twenty  (20)  of  the  cars 
derailed  when  they  collided  with  a 
switching  engine  near  the  Carroll 
College  Campus   in  Helena,    Montana. 

At  4:48  a.m.  there  was  a  major 
explosion  of  a  hydrogen  peroxide 
car.  The        blast       overturned 

automobiles  and  shattered  windows 
up  to  two  miles  away,  causing 
substantial  damage  to  the  Carroll 
College   campus. 

Mayor  Russ  Ritter  estimated  the 
damage  at  near  3  million  dollars, 
which  is  a  tentative  estimate;  those 
figures  are  being  revised  as  of  this 
writing. 

According  to  the  debriefing  on 
February  3,  1989,  some  of  the 
problems  outlined  during  the  incident 
were  in  two  major  areas.  The  first 
major  area  was  communications,  both 
phone  and  radio.  The  switchboard 
in  the  City/  County  building  was 
inoperable  due  to  the  power  outage 
and  the  EOC  did  not  have  adequate 
phone  lines  installed  prior  to  the 
incident. 

Mountain  top  repeater  communications 
were  eliminated  due  to  the  lack  of 
power  in  the  facilities  and  only 
simple  communications  were  available. 

Communications  were  also  hampered 
due  to  the  fact  there  was  a  law 
enforcement  command  post,  and  fire 
department  command  post,  all 
funneling  into  the   City/ County 


Dispatch  Center  which  was  trying  to 
route  communications  to  the  County 
Emergency  Operations  Center.  It 
was  further  complicated  by  the  fact 
the  State  had  activated  its 
Emergency  Operating  Center  and 
there  was  a  severe  difficulty  in 
routing  communications  through  to 
the  proper  people. 

Paul  Spangler,  Disaster  and 
Emergency  Services  Coordinator  for 
Lewis  &  Clark  County  indicated  in 
their  formally  adopted  disaster 
plans,  the  fire  chief  of  the 
jurisdiction  would  be  the  Incident 
Commander  for  hazardous  materials 
incidents,  however,  the  County  has 
not  formally  adopted  or  trained  on 
the  Incident  Command  System.  This 
was  the  second  major  problem  area 
outlined  in   the   debriefing. 

According  to  Acting  Fire  Chief  Rich 
Coe  the  fire  department  did  not 
initially  respond  perhaps  up  to 
fifteen  minutes  or  so.  It  was  his 
feeling  that  may  have  led  to  the  fact 
there  were  only  two  minor  injuries 
reported  during  the  incident. 
Operations  were  hampered  by  wind 
chill  of  70  degrees  below  zero, 
manifest  problems,  car  identification 
problems,  and  poor  radio 

communications  due  to  the  power 
outage  and  lack  of  heat  on  Mount 
Helena. 

In  this  incident,  law  enforcement's 
role  was  evacuation  and  perimeter 
control.  According        to        the 

debriefing,  law  enforcement  did  not 
have  significant  problems  in  those 
areas.  They  had  good  working 
relationships  with  law  enforcement 
agencies  and  the  Highway  Patrol 
assisted  the  city  and  county  law 
enforcement  agencies. 


i 
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One  final  point  that  should  be 
mentioned.  Paul  Spangler  advises 
when  the  initial  National 

Transportation  Safety  Board 

Investigator  arrived  he  asked  the 
following  three  questions.  1)  Do 
you  have  a  Title  III  Hazardous 
Materials  Plan  as  required  under 
S.A.R.A.?  2)  Could  he  see  the 
written  plan?  3)  Can  you  document 
that  you  had  meetings  locally  to 
develop   your  plan? 


FIRE  CHIEF:  EAST  HELENA  CITIZEN 
OF   YEAR 

(Reprinted  with  permission  from  the 
Independent  Record,  February  10, 
1989) 

"East  Helena  Fire  Chief  Ron  Fleisner 
Thursday  received  the  town's  Citizen 
of  the  Year  Award  on  his  own  turf  - 
the   fire   hall . 

And  when  he  accepted  the  honor  at 
the  annual  award  dinner,  Fleisner 
took  it  on  behalf  of  the  entire  East 
Helena  Volunteer  Fire  Department,  in 
recognition  of  the  efforts  of  all  his 
crew. 

"I  was  surprised,"  Fleisner,  35,  said 
this     morning.  "A     lot     of     other 

people  in  the  community  have  done 
a  lot  of  things .  I  just  do  what  I  do 
because    I   like   it." 


on  Halloween.  And  he  designed  a 
"safe  house"  for  last  year's 
Centennial  Fun  Day,  to  teach  kids 
home  fire  safety  and  what  to  do 
should  a  fire   break   out. 

Fleisner's  contributions  to  East 
Helena  Centennial  planning  helped 
inspire  his  nomination  by 

businesswoman  Claudia  Thomas.  She 
also  praised  his  efforts  with  the  East 
Helena  Improvement  Association;  he 
was  instrumental  in  getting  the 
town's  "Welcome"  sign  erected,  she 
said. 

Another  nominator  was  Ed  Stipich,  a 
member  of  the  volunteer  fire 
department.  Since  Fleisner  became 
chief  five  years  ago,  "more  has  been 
accomplished  for  the  department  than 
ever  before,    "    Stipich   said. 

Fleisner  has  worked  with  city 
officials  to  get  money  for  improved 
equipment,  medical  supplies,  a  pager 
system  and  a  new  truck.  He  also 
helped  set  up  the  town's  hazardous 
materials  program  and  compiled  a 
booklet  on  hazardous   materials." 


CONGRATULATIONS 
CHIEF   FLEISNER!!! 


His  happiest  efforts  have  been 
projects  for  children:  "Anything  to 
do  with  kids,  I  enjoy  most,"  he 
said.  Fleisner  poses  as  the  town's 
Santa  Claus  every  Christmas,  and 
turns  his  home  into  a  "spook  house" 


"We  fire  fighters  have  a  peculiar 
relationship  with  our  families  -  we 
have   two."    (Bruno) 


12 


titw*tmiuMb  m*n*i  ian? 


1& 

OUTf 

PREVENT    FIRES 


KEEP   MONTANA   GREEN 

FIRE   PREVENTION 

POSTER  DATES 

1989   Theme 
"Preventing  Man-Caused  Wildfires 
in  our  Forests  and  Rangelands" 

1989    Contest   Rules 

1 .  Posters  will  be  judged  on 
originality,  design,  slogan,  art 
work,  and  overall  effectiveness  of 
fire   prevention   message . 

2.  Entries  must  stick  to  the 
WILDFIRE   PREVENTION    theme. 

3.  Maximum  size:    16"    x   22". 
Minimum  size:    12"    x   18". 

4.  Copyright  characters  may  not  be 
used. 

5.  Any  medium  is  permissible,  but 
three  dimensional  posters  are  not 
acceptable. 

6.  Poster  must  be  on  stiff  paper, 
or  cardboard  so  it  can  stand  up  for 
judging. 

7.  Identification  on  the  lower  right 
corner  of  the  back  of  the  poster  is 
to  include  the  student's  name,  age, 
grade,  school,  phone  number, 
complete  address  and  teacher's  name. 
(TEACHERS    -    Please   Help!) 


8.  Posters  become  the  property  of 
KEEP  MONTANA  GREEN  and  will  be 
used  for  publicity  and  display 
purposes. 

SUGGESTIONS 

1.  Slogan  should  be  positive  and 
brief. 

2.  If  cut-outs  are  used,  paste  on 
firmly. 

3.  Stencil  lettering  is  not  as 
effective  as   neat   hand   lettering. 

4.  Make   legible   from   20   feet. 

5 .  Do  not  use  fragile  paper  or 
fragile  colors,  such  as  chalk  or 
pencil. 

6.  Be  sure  your  poster  conveys  a 
message . 

7.  Print  each  letter  of  your  name 
carefully  so  we  can  get  it  right  on 
your  award. 

JUDGING    AND    PRIZES 

Local  contests  and  recognition  are  at 
the  discretion  of  each  school.  BE 
SURE  TO  SEND  IN  ALL  ENTRIES  SO 
EACH  STUDENT  WHO  MAKES  A 
POSTER  WILL  RECEIVE  A 

CERTIFICATE   OF   PARTICIPATION. 

AREA  CONTESTS  will  be  conducted 
at  each  of  the  six  STATE  LAND 
OFFICES.  Ribbons  will  be  awarded 
to  the  first  three  places  and 
Honorable  Mentions  in  each  division. 
Winners   will  be  announced   in  April. 

STATE  CONTEST  -  Winners  in  each 
division  will  receive  plaques  and 
cash     awards.  A     Grand     Award 

winner  will  also  be  chosen.  Winners 
will  be   announced   in  May. 

WHO 

All  Montana  students   from 
grades   1    -    12. 

WHEN 

Contest   starts   immediately. 
Posters   due   not    later   than    5:00pm, 
April   14,    1989. 
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WHERE 

Send     regular     division     posters     to 
State  Lands  Office   for  your  county. 

Send    SPECIAL    EDUCATION    posters 
directly   to: 

Steve   Holden,    Exec.    Director 

Keep   Montana   Green   Association 

2705    Spurgin   Road 

Missoula  MT    59801 

Phone:    542-4300 

DIVISIONS 

PRIMARY:       Grades    1,2,3 
INTERMEDIATE:       Grades    4,5,6 
JUNIOR: 
SENIOR: 


Grades    7,8,9 
Grades   10,11,12 
:iAL   EDUCATION:      Open   to  all 

from 


Special      Education 
grades    1    -    12. 


students 


CAMEO    SEMINAR 

FEMA  will  deliver  a  Seminar  on 
CAMEO  (Computer  Aided  Management 
of  Emergency  Operations)  at  the 
Rocky  Mountain  Fire  Academy  in 
Denver,  Colorado  on  March  13 
through   17. 

CAMEO  is  a  computer  program  which 
gives  detailed  information  about  many 
hazardous  materials  that  are 
transported. 

This  Seminar  will  enable  participants 
to  identify  the  various  data  elements 
which  are  needed  for  the 
implementation  of  CAMEO. 

Participants  will  also  identify  the 
various  parts  of  the  Hazardous 
Materials   Program. 

For   more   information   contact    FSTS. 


BILLINGS     FIREFIGHTERS     RESCUE 
DUMMY 

(Reprinted      with      permission      from 
Havre   Daily   News) 


"Firefighters  groped  through  thick 
smoke  in  a  Billings  house  fire 
Thursday  to  rescue  what  they 
thought  was  an  old  man  only  to  find 
the  body  was  a  fiber  art  sculpture, 
officials   said . 

An  ambulance  had  already  been 
called  by  the  time  firefighters 
carried  the  life  size  doll  from  the 
residence  and  they  realized  it  was 
only  a  dummy,  said  Fire  Inspector 
John    Staley. 

"We  can  chuckle  about  it  now,  since 
it   wasn't   real,"    Staley  said. 

But  it  turned  out  to  be  a  good  drill 
for  the  firefighters  anyway,   he  said. 

A  short  in  a  heating  pad  ignited  the 
fire,  which  was  contained  primarily 
in  the  bedroom  where  it  started  and 
the   hallway  outside   the   door. 

The  homeowner,  Pegee  Haman, 
escaped  the  residence  unharmed  and 
told  firefighters  there  was  no  one 
else  inside.  But  firefighters  donned 
breathing  masks  and  went  into  the 
home  anyway,    Staley  said. 

Through  thick  smoke  and  the 
distortion  caused  by  their  masks 
they  saw  what  appeared  to  be  an  old 
man  slumped  over  in  a  rocking 
chair,    firefighters   said. 

It  turned  out  to  be  a  5-foot,  2-inch 
tall  replica  of  an  old  man,  complete 
with  mustache,  baseball  cap  and  a 
cane   in   his    hand. 

The  blaze  was  quickly  extinguished 
but  caused  an  estimated  $15,000  in 
damage  to  the  structure  and  an 
undetermined  amount  of  smoke 
damage,    Staley   said." 
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U.S.  FIRE  DEPARTMENT  PROFILE 
THROUGH    1987    (NFPA) 

Here  are  some  highlights  from  the 
profile . 

"There  are  currently,  an  estimated 
29,741  fire  departments  in  the 
United     States.  Of     these,      1,683 

departments  or  5.7%  are  all  career 
(paid).  An  estimated  1,335  (4.5%) 
are  mostly  career,  while  3,635 
(12.2%)  are  mostly  volunteer.  An 
estimated  23,088  departments  (77.6%) 
are  all   volunteer. 

Another  way  to  put  this  is  that  10% 
of  all  departments  are  all  or  mostly 
career  but  they  protect  58%  of  the 
U.S.  population ,  while  90%  of  the 
departments  are  mostly  volunteer  or 
all  volunteer  and  protect  42%  of  the 
population . 

Department  type  did  vary 

considerably  by  population 
protected.  For     community     sizes 

about  25,000  percent  of  departments 
classified  as  all  career  or  mostly 
career  ranged  from  70%  to  88%,  while 
for  community  sizes  less  than 
25,000,  percent  of  departments 
classified  as  all  volunteer  or  mostly 
volunteer   ranged   from   63%   to   99%. 

Estimates  of  the  number  of  apparatus 
and  stations  in  the  U.S.  for  the 
1985-87  period  indicate  there  were 
74,200  pumpers,  6,630  aerial 
apparatus . " 

From  the  FIRE  SERVICE  MARKETING 
NEWSLETTER,  published  quarterly 
by  Fire  Engineering,  a  PennWell 
publication,  250  5th  Avenue,  Suite 
201,  New  York  NY  10001  (212)  481- 
5771. 


IAFC  PLANS  MAJOR  FIRE/RESCUE 
CONFERENCE   - 

The  Spirit  of  Success:  IAFC  89,  is 
planned  for  August  26  to  30  in 
Indianapolis,  Indiana.  The  major 
fire /rescue  conference  in  the  United 
States  and  Canada  is  sponsored  by 
the  International  Association  of  Fire 
Chiefs  (IAFC)  and  will  be  held  in 
the  Indiana  Convention  Center  and 
Hoosier  Dome. 

Educational  seminars  will  open  on 
Monday,  August  28,  and  extend 
through  Wednesday,    August   30. 

The  IAFC  Exhibit  will  also  open  on 
Monday,  August  28  and  extend 
through  Wednesday,    August   30. 

For  further  information,  contact 
IAFC  Professional  Development 
Department,  1329  18th  Street 
Northwest,  Washington,  DC  20036- 
6516,    (202)    833-3420. 


"Most        managers         have         trouble 
providing  positive  feedback." 

(Bruno) 


(COMMUNICATIONS    LINK;    January 
31,    1989) 
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EXAMPLE   SOP 

PHOENIX    FIRE   DEPARTMENT 

Safety  Procedures 

Driver  Safety 

It  is  the  responsibility  of  the  driver  of  each  Fire  Department  vehicle  to 
drive  safely  and  prudently  at  all  times.  Vehicles  shall  be  operated  in 
compliance  with  the  Arizona  Motor  Vehicle  Code.  This  Code  provides  specific 
legal  exceptions  to  regular  traffic  regulations  which  apply  to  Fire  Department 
vehicles  only  when  responding  to  an  emergency  incident  or  when  transporting 
a  patient  to  a  medical  facility.  Emergency  response  (Code  3)  does  not  absolve 
the  driver  of  any  responsibility  to  drive  with  due  caution.  The  driver  of  the 
emergency   vehicle   is   responsible   for  its   safe   operation  at  all   times. 

When  responding  Code  3,  warning  lights  must  be  on  and  sirens  must  be 
sounded  to  warn  drivers  of  other  vehicles,  as  required  by  the  Arizona  Motor 
Vehicle    Code. 

The  use  of  sirens  and  warning  lights  does  not  automatically  give  the 
right-of-way  to  the  emergency  vehicle.  These  devices  simply  request  the 
right-of-way  from  other  drivers,  based  on  their  awareness  of  the  emergency 
vehicle  presence.  Emergency  vehicle  drivers  must  make  every  possible  effort 
to  make  their  presence  and  intended  actions  known  to  other  drivers,  and  must 
drive  defensively  to  be  prepared  for  the  unexpected  inappropriate  actions  of 
others. 

Fire  Department  vehicles  are  authorized  to  exceed  posted  speed  limits  only 
when  responding  Code  3  under  favorable  conditions.  This  applies  only  with 
light  traffic,  good  roads,  good  visibility  and  dry  pavement.  Under  these 
conditions   a  maximum  of   10  mph  over   the  posted   speed   limit  is   authorized. 

Under  less  than  favorable  conditions,  the  posted  speed  limit  is  the 
absolute   maximum  permissible. 

When  emergency  vehicles  must  travel  in  center  or  oncoming  traffic  lanes, 
the   maximum   permissible   speed   shall   be    20   mph. 

Intersections  present  the  greatest  potential  danger  to  emergency  vehicles . 
When  approaching  and  crossing  an  intersection  with  the  right-of-way,  drivers 
shall   not   exceed   the   posted   speed   limit. 

When  emergency  vehicles  must  use  center  or  oncoming  traffic  lanes  to 
approach  controlled  intersections,  (traffic  light  or  stop  sign)  they  must  come 
to  a  complete  stop  before  proceeding  through  the  intersection,  including 
occasions    when    the   emergency   vehicle   has    green    traffic   lights. 

When  approaching  a  negative  right-of  way  intersection  (red  light,  stop 
sign)  the  vehicle  shall  come  to  a  complete  stop  and  may  proceed  only  when  the 
driver  can  account  for  all  oncoming  traffic  in  all  lanes  yielding  the  right-of- 
way. 
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EXAMPLE    SOP 
Page    2 

Intersections  present  the  greatest  potential  danger  to  emergency  vehicles . 
When  approaching  and  crossing  an  intersection  with  the  right-of-way,  drivers 
shall   not   exceed   the   posted   speed   limit. 

When  emergency  vehicles  must  use  center  or  oncoming  traffic  lanes  to 
approach  controlled  intersections,  (traffic  light  or  stop  sign)  they  must  come 
to  a  complete  stop  before  proceeding  through  the  intersection,  including 
occasions   when   the   emergency  vehicle  has   green   traffic   lights. 

When  approaching  a  negative  right-of-way  intersection  (red  light,  stop 
sign)  the  vehicle  shall  come  to  a  complete  stop  and  may  proceed  only  when  the 
driver  can  account  for  all  oncoming  traffic  in  all  lanes  yielding  the  right-of- 
way. 

Code  3  response  is  authorized  only  in  conjunction  with  emergency 
incidents.  Unnecessary  emergency  response  shall  be  avoided.  In  order  to 
avoid  any  unnecessary  emergency   response,    the   following  rules   shall  apply. 

When  the  first  unit  reports  on  the  scene  with  "nothing  showing" 
or  an  equivalent  report,  any  additional  units  shall  continue  Code 
3,    but   shall   not   exceed   the   posted   speed   limit. 

The  first  arriving  unit  will  advise  additional  units  to  respond  Code 
2   whenever  appropriate. 

Drivers  shall  avoid  backing  whenever  possible:  Where  backing  is 
unavoidable,  guides  shall  be  used.  If  no  guide  is  available,  the  driver  shall 
dismount  and  walk  completely  around  apparatus  to  determine  if  obstructions  are 
present   before   backing. 

All  City  of  Phoenix  employees  are  required  to  use  seat  belts  at  all  times 
when  operating  a  City  vehicle  equipped  with  seat  belts.  Anyone  riding  as  a 
passenger  in  a  City  vehicle  is  also  required  to  use  seat  belts.  The  Company 
Officer  will  confirm  that  all  personnel  and  riders  are  on-board,  properly 
attired,    with  seat  belts   on,    before   the   vehicle   is   permitted   to   move. 

All  personnel  shall  ride  only  in  regular  seats  provided  with  seat  belts. 
Riding  on  tailboards  or  other  exposed  positions  is  not  permitted  on  any  vehicle 
at  any  time. 

During  an  emergency  response,  fire  vehicles  should  avoid  passing  other 
emergency  vehicles.  If  passing  is  necessary,  permission  must  be  obtained 
through   radio   communications,    using  the   communications   order   model. 

The  unique  hazards  of  driving  on  or  adjacent  to  the  fireground  requires 
the  driver  to  use  extreme  caution  and  to  be  alert  and  prepared  to  react  to  the 
unexpected . 
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EXAMPLE    SOP 
Page    3 

Drivers  must  consider  the  dangers  their  moving  vehicle  poses  to 
foreground  personnel  and  spectators  who  may  be  preoccupied  with  the 
emergency,   and  may  inadvertently  step  in  front  of  or  behind  a  moving  vehicle. 

When  stopped  at  the  scene  of  an  incident,  vehicles  should  be  placed  to 
protect  personnel  who  may  be  working  in  the  street  and  warning  lights  shall 
be  used  to  make  approaching  traffic  aware  of  the  incident.  At  night,  vehicle 
mounted  floodlights  and  any  other  lighting  available  shall  be  used  to  illuminate 
the  scene.  All  personnel  working  in  or  near  traffic  lanes  shall  wear  high 
visibility  vests. 

If  it  is  not  necessary  to  park  vehicles  in  or  near  traffic  lanes,  the 
vehicle  should  be  pulled  off  the  road  to  parking  lots ,  curbs ,  etc . ,  whenever 
possible. 

The  officer  in  charge  of  the  vehicle  is  responsible  for  the  safety  of  all 
vehicle  operations   and   managing  compliance   of  this   procedure. 

Emergency   Response   Policy 

Phoenix  Fire  Department  vehicles  shall  be  operated  in  a  manner  that 
provides  for  the  safety  of  all  persons  and  property.  Safe  arrival  shall  always 
have  priority  over  unnecessary  speed  and  reckless  driving  en  route  to  an 
emergency   incident. 

Prompt,    Safe    Response    Shall   Be   Attained   By: 

1.  Leaving  the   station  in  a  standard   manner: 

o      quickly   mounting  apparatus 

o      all   personnel   on   board,    seated   and   belts   on 

o      station   doors   fully  open 

2.  Driving  defensively  and  professionally  at   reasonable   speeds. 

3.  Knowing  where   we   are   going. 

4.  Using  warning  devices  to   move  around  traffic   and  to  request  the 
right-of-way  in  a   safe  and   predictable   manner. 

Fast    Response    Shall   Not   Be   Attained   By: 

1 .  Leaving  quarters  before   crew   has  mounted   safely  and 
before   appai^atus   doors   are   fully  open. 

2.  Driving   too   fast   for   conditions. 
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EXAMPLE    SOP 
Page    4 

3.  Driving  recklessly  or   without   regard   for  safety. 

4.  Taking       unnecessary       chances       with       negative       right-of-way 
intersections. 

5 .  Intimidating  or   scaring  other   drivers  . 

-    Emergency  Response   Criteria   - 

1.  Maximum   10  mph  over  posted  speed   limit. 

2.  Traveling  in   center  or  oncoming  traffic   lanes,    20   mph   maximum. 

3.  Traveling    in    center   or    oncoming    traffic,     complete    stop    at    all    traffic 
lights /stop   signs. 

4.  Posted   speed    limit   when   entering  intersections   with   green   light. 

5 .  Complete   stop   at  all   red  lights ,    stop   signs . 


• 
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(Sample)  Press  Release 

(Organization  Letterhead) 
For  Immediate  Release 

Contact  name: 
Address: 
Telephone: 
Date: 


(Name)  Launches  New  Campaign: 
"Check  Your  Hot  Spots!" 

(City,  State)  —  (Name)  announced  today  that  (organization)  will  undertake  a  "Check  Your  Hot 
Spots!"  rural  fire  safety  program  as  part  of  a  national  fire  safety  awareness  campaign  sponsored  by 
the  Federal  Emergency  Management  Agency's  U.S.  Fire  Administration  (USFA). 

This  campaign  promotes  the  safe  use  of  wood  stoves,  kerosene  heaters,  electric  space  heaters  and 
fireplaces.  Misuse  of  these  heaters  is  the  primary  cause  of  residential  fires  in  rural  areas,  resulting 
in  some  500  Americans  dead  each  year  along  with  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  property  damage. 
Rural  homes  are  often  more  susceptible  to  fire  loss  due  to  their  inaccessibility,  diminished  water 
supplies,  and  proximity  to  flammable  wildlands,  where  an  accidental  fire  can  turn  a  country  home 
into  a  virtual  tinderbox. 

(Organization  or  association)  will  help  USFA  by  promoting  fire  safety,  including  special 
"Check  Your  Hot  Spots!"  rural  fire  safety  workshops  and  promotions.  Print  public  service  an- 
nouncements promoting  fire  safety  for  each  of  the  four  heating  sources  will  run  in  (magazine,  local 
paper),  while  the  radio  ads  featuring  (local  personality)  can  be  heard  on  (radio  station). 

According  to  (name,  title,  organization),  "Working  with  the  USFA  on  "Check  Your  Hot  Spots!" 
gives  us  a  chance  to  get  at  the  root  cause  of  our  fire  problems.  The  U.S.  leads  all  the  industrialized 
nations  in  the  number  of  fire  deaths,  and  we  can  stop  the  carnage  by  checking  our  "Hot  Spots" 
right  here  in  (location).    We're  going  to  do  our  best  —  with  the  community's  help  —  to  turn  our 
national  fire  problem  around." 


### 
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Radio  PSA  Scripts 
(10  seconds) 

Check  Your  Hot  Spots! 

Check  your  woodstove  chimney,  damper,  and  pipes  for  any  cracks,  holes  or  loose  joints.  And  be  sure 
the  stove  is  set  on  a  fire-resistant  base. 

A  message  from  this  station  and  the  U.S.  Fire  Administration. 

Check  Your  Hot  Spots! 

Check  your  electric  space  heater.  Is  it  ULt  listed?  Is  your  electrical  wiring  adequate  for  its  current 
load?  Are  all  clothing,  furniture,  toys,  pets  and  children  away  from  the  heater? 

A  message  from  this  station  and  the  U.S.  Fire  Administration. 

Check  Your  Hot  Spots! 

Buy  only  ULt  listed  kerosene  heaters*  and  use  only  where  approved  by  local  authorities. 
A  message  from  this  station  and  the  U.S.  Fire  Administration. 

Check  Your  Hot  Spots! 

Is  your  fireplace  chimney  clean  and  the  flue  and  damper  in  good  working  order?  Make  sure  the  fire- 
place is  screened  so  no  sparks  can  escape,  and  burn  only  dry,  seasoned  wood. 

A  message  from  this  station  and  the  U.S.  Fire  Administration. 


*  Check  with  your  local  fire  department  on  the  legality  of  kerosene  heater  use  in  your  community 

t  or  any  nationally  approved  testing  organization. 
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1989  TRAINING  SCHEDULE 

It  is  important  to  Pre-Register  for  each  of  the  following  courses  as  minimum 
attendance  has  been  established  and  must  be  met  or  class  will  be  cancelled. 
NOTE:    (NFA-National  Fire  Academy  Field  Courses);    (FSTS-Fire  Services 
Training  School  located  in  Great  Falls  Vo-Tech  Center,    2100  16th  Avenue 
South);    (EMS-EMS  Bureau,   444-3895);    (DES-Disaster  &  Emergency  Services, 
444-6963);    (DOT-Department  of  Transportation);    (DSL-Department  of  State 
Lands,    542-4300);    (MDHES,    Jean  Riley,    444-5970)    (*  Application  required. 
Limited  class  size.    Contact  FSTS.)   Satellite  Programs  on  Spacenet  begin  at 
9:00am  and  conclude  approximately  1:30pm. 


DATE 


COURSE 


LOCATION 


March  1989 


9  - 

12 

11 

11 

12 

11 

-  12 

13 

-  17 

14 

17 

-  18 

18 

18 

-  19 

18 

-  22 

21 

-  22 

22 

21 

-  24 

24 

24 

-  26 

28 

-  30 

April  1989 

1 

1  - 

2 

3 

3  - 

7 

3  - 

7 

5  - 

6 

8  - 

9 

8  - 

9 

10 

-  11 

10 

-  11 

15 

-  16 

16 

-  17 

21 

-  22 

Public  Fire  Educators  Conference 

Fire  Officers /Instructors  Meeting 

Integrated  Approach  to  Haz  Mats 

Fire  Officers  /Instructors  Meeting 

(NFA)   Tactical  Operations  For 

Company  Officers  I 

CAMEO  Seminar 

Career  Chiefs  Meeting 

Aboveground/ Underground  Fuel  Storage 

Systems   (MDHES) 

Integrated  Approach  to  Haz  Mats 

Intermediate  Wildland  FF  (DSL) 

Fire  Department  Instructors 

Conference 

Haz  Mats  Incident  Management 

Evacuation  &  Shelters  for  the  Disabled 
Disaster  Recovery  Operations   (DES) 
Aboveground/Underground  Fuel  Storage 
Systems   (MDHES) 
Statewide  Fire  Instructors 
Conference  with  Larry  Davis 
Intermediate  Wildland  FF   (DSL) 
Fire  Prevention  Assoc  Meeting,    IAAI 


Integrated  Approach  to  Haz  Mats 

Intermediate  Wildland  FF  (DSL) 

Fire  Fighter  Safety  in  Wildland 

Urban  Interface 

'89  California  Chiefs /TO's 

Intro  to  Emergency  Management   (DES) 

Haz  Mats   Incident  Management 

(NFA)   Tactical  Operations  for 

Company  Officers   II 

Fire  Fighter  Health  and  Safety 

Protecting  People  and  Homes  From 

Wildfires 

1st  Resp  Provider  Refresher  (EMS) 

Haz  Mat  Incident  Management 

Intermediate  Wildland  FF   (DSL) 

*Fireground  Operations 


Mills ,   Wyoming 
Butte 

Great  Falls  Vo-Tech 
Bozeman  Station  #2 
EOC  Room  -  Basement 
Billings  FD  Station  #1 
Denver,    Colorado 
Helena 

Bozeman 
Billings 
Terry 
Cincinnati,   Ohio 

Northern  Montana 
College  -  Havre 
Satellite 
Helena 

Kalispell 
Outlaw  Inn  - 
Kalispell 
Clyde  Park 
Helena 


Glendive 

Baker 

SATCOM  3   - 

Satellite 

Fresno,   California 

Helena 

Helena  Vo-Tech 

Miles   City 

Evergreen  VFD 

Rapid  City, 

South  Dakota 

Helena 

LEA  -  Bozeman 

Glendive 

Plentywood 
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April  1989 

22 
25 

29   -   30 


May  1989 

2 


3   -   4 

5  -   6 

6  -   7 


13 

13  ■ 

■  14 

16  ■ 

■  17 

20  ■ 

■  21 

20  ■ 

■  21 

Integrated  Approach  to  Haz  Mats 
Above  ground /Underground  Fuel  Storage 
Systems   (MDHES) 
Haz  Mats   Incident  Management 

Intermediate  Wildland  FF   (DSL) 
Fire  Safe  Building  Design 
National  Disaster  Medical  System 


Aboveground/  Underground  Fuel  Storage 

Systems   (MDHES)   -  Tentative  - 

Aboveground/ Underground  Fuel  Storage 

Systems   (MDHES)   -  Tentative  - 

IAFC  Teleconference:    Fire  Fighter 

Assistance  Programs 

Aboveground /Underground  Fuel  Storage 

Systems   (MDHES)   -  Tentative  - 

Haz  Mats  Incident  Management 

Advanced  Trauma  Life  Support   (EMS) 

Class  A  Foam  and  Structural  Fire 

Fighting 

Practical  Skill  Instruction  Training 

Program  (EMS) 

Integrated  Approach  to  Haz  Mats 

EMT-B  and  EMT-D  Exams   (EMS) 

Public  Safety  News  Media 

Relations   (LEA  994-3918) 

Manager/ Coord  Training  Prog  (EMS) 

Haz  Mats   Incident  Management 


Instructor  Techniques 
Communicable  Diseases 


Part  C 


Kalispell 

Havre 

Miles  City 

Community  College 

Bozeman 

Satellite 

Satellite 


Billings 

Miles  City 

Satellite 

Billings 
FSTS 
Big  Sky 
Gallatin  County 


Bozeman 

Butte 

Missoula 

Billings 

$100  Fee 

Miles  City 

Dawson  Community 

College  -  Glendive 

Eastern  Montana 

Satellite 


June  1989 

3  - 

4 

3  - 

4 

5 

10 

10 

-  11 

13 

-  15 

15 

-  17 

22 

-  23 

24 

-  25 

July  1989 

25   -   29 


August  1989 


Haz  Mats   Incident  Management 

EMT-B  and  EMT-D  Exams   (EMS) 

Liability  Management  For  Fire 

Service  Leaders 

Blaine  County  Fire  School 

EMT-B  and  EMT-D  Exams   (EMS) 

Exercise  Design  Course   (DES) 

Volunteer  Fire  Fighters  Convention 

Haz  Mats   Incident  Management 

EMT-B  and  EMT-D  Exams   (EMS) 

1st  Responder  Radiation  Emergency  Care 

Protective  Actions  For  Hazardous 

Materials 


Plentywood 
Great  Falls 
Gallatin  County 


Miles  City 
Miles  City 
Great  Falls 
Missoula  Vo-Tech 
Great  Falls 
Satellite 

Satellite 


Shelter  Systems  Officer  Course   (DES)  Great  Falls 

State  Firemens  Association  Convention  Butte 

Heat  Stress   In  Protective  Chemical  Suits  Satellite 

1st  Responder  Radiation  Emergency  Care  Satellite 


Will  Your  Sprinkler  Work? 


Satellite 


August  1989 


Will  Your  Sprinkler  Work? 


Satellite 


September  1989 

9-10  (NFA)   Incident  Command  System  Helena 

25  -  27  ICBO  Fire  Codes  Course  Billings 

27  -  29  State  Fire  Chiefs  Conference  Billings 

Fire  Service  Journal  Satellite 
October  1989 

Fire  Prevention  -  The  Last  Challenge  Satellite 


Course: 


REGISTRATION   FORM 


Date: 


Name 

Department 


Address 


Daytime  Phone_ 


Return  to:   Montana  Fire  Services  Training  School;   2100  16th  Avenue  South; 
Great  Falls,   MT  59405-4997     (Phone:   761-7885) 


"Who     says     work    has     to     be    equal 
among  units  or  individuals."  (Bruno) 


FIRE  GUARD  NEWSLETTER 

Montana  Fire  Services  Training  School 

2100  lBth  Avenue  South 

Great  Falls,  Montana  59405-4997 
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